
BOOKS IN YEAR 1
	Book Title
	Synopsis
	Age Suitability
	Theme

	Rhinocorn Rules
Matt Carr
	Accepting differences, being yourself (very similar to Elmer)
	ALL
	Accepting Differences

	The Ugly Five 
Julia Donaldson
	Self-love & acceptance Accepting differences
	ALL
	Accepting Differences

	Goodnight World
Nicola Edwards
	Different cultures and languages around the world (lots of exposure to language)
	ALL
	Accepting Differences
(culture)

	What Makes Me a Me?
Ben Faulks
	What makes me who I am? Why am I different to others?
	ALL
	Accepting Differences

	Cyril and Pat
Emily Gravett
	Friendship
Celebrating differences
	KS1
	Accepting Differences

	Only One You
Linda Kranz
	Accepting differences. Everyone is unique and that’s ok! Also explores the idea of beauty all around.
	ALL
	Accepting Differences

	My Hair!
Hannah Lee
	Self love & accepting who you are.
	ALL
	Accepting Differences
(race)

	Happy in our Skin
Fran Manushkin
	Accepting differences
Everybody’s different, celebrating skin colour
	ALL
	Accepting Differences
(culture & race)

	The Proudest Blue
Ibtihaj Muhammad
	Being proud of who you are. A girl wearing her Hijab for the first time.  
	KS1
	Accepting Differences
(culture & race)

	Don’t Touch my Hair!
Sharee Miller
	A little girl who’s afro hair keeps on being touched by others.
	ALL
	Accepting Differences
(culture & race)

	Me and My Sister
Rose Robbins
	A boy with a ‘different’ sister
	ALL
	Accepting Differences (autism?)

	Leo and the Octopus
Isabelle Marinov & Chris Nixon
	A little boy with Asperger’s Syndrome and a bond he forms with an octopus.
	ALL
	Accepting Differences (Asperger’s)

	Howl
Kat Patrick
	A little girl ‘turns into a wolf’ when everything goes wrong. All about managing anger and calming down.
	ALL
	Anger (managing big feelings)

	Ready Rabbit?
Fiona Roberton
	Anxiety, overcoming worries.
	ALL
	Anxiety/Anger

	The Huge Bag of Worries
Virginia Ironside
	Worries/anxiety and how to cope when everything gets overwhelming.
	KS1
	Anxiety


	Sometimes
My Dadd’s Gone Away with Work
Clare Shaw
	How to cope when a parent goes away with work.
	ALL
	Armed services (a parent going away on duty)

	The Bear and the Piano
David Litchfield
	Trying new things. Achieving your potential.
	ALL
	Aspiration

	Mary Had a Little Glam
Tammi Sauer
	A twist on traditional nursery rhymes.
	ALL
	BAME character (fun story!)

	Almost Anything
Sophy Henn
	Having a go – being brave and trying new things
	ALL
	Courage

	The Dot
Peter Reynolds
	Courage. Having a go at something even if you find it hard. Stepping outside your comfort zone.
	ALL
	Courage

	What Happened to You?
James Catchpole
	A little boy with one leg who has to field awkward questions from his peers.
	ALL
	Disability
(missing limb)

	Dachy’s Deaf
Jack Hughes
	A pterodactyl with a hearing aid struggles to play with his friends after switching it off.
	KS1
	Disability
(deafness)

	Freddie and the Fairy
Julia Donaldson
	A hard-of-hearing fairy and her difficulty making wishes come true
	ALL
	Disability (deafness)

	Clean Up!
Nathan Bryon
	Rocket helps to clean up a beach.
	ALL
	Environment

	The Family Book
Todd Parr
	Different families and how they’re made up/what they like to do
	ALL
	Families

	That’s My Daddy!
Ruth Redford
	What different people’s dads are like… a celebration of dads!
	ALL
	Families

	More People to Love Me
Mo O’Hara
	Blended families
	KS1 
	Families (LGBTQI+)

	Love Makes a Family
Sophie Beer
	How love is shown in different ways in family environments.
	Year R & 1 (Board book)
	Families (Love)

	Feelings
Libby Walden & Richard Jones
	A book of very short poems, each one exploring different emotions and what they feel like.
	ALL
	Feelings

	The Pet
Catherine Emmett
	A little boy wants more and more and more… be careful what you wish for!
	ALL
	Greed/wanting what other people have

	How to be Extraordinary
Rashmi Sirdeshpande
	Inspirational historical figures from all walks of life.
	KS1 (dense and small text).
	Inspiration

	Dream Big, Little Leader
Vashti Harrison
	Inspirational black women throughout history
	Year R & 1 (board book)
	Inspiration (BAME)

	Little Heroes of Colour
David Heredia
	Inspirational black figures throughout history
	ALL
	Inspiration (BAME)

	Little People, Big Dreams: Ru Paul
Maria Isabel Sanchez Vegara
	Ru Paul’s life story.
	ALL
	Inspiration
(BAME & LGBTQI+)

	My Shadow is Pink
Scott Stuart
	Gender stereotypes/bias. Being yourself.
	ALL
	LGBTQI+

	Julian is a Mermaid
Jessica Love
	A little boy who sees drag queens (mermaids) and wants to be the same. BAME characters, too.
	ALL
	LGBTQI+

	Grandad’s Camper
Harry Woodgate
	A gay man tells his granddaughter all about his adventures as a young man with his boyfriend.
	ALL
	LGBTQI+

	I Am Jazz
Jessica Herthel & Jazz Jennings
	Explaining transgender through the eyes of a young trans girl called Jazz.
	ALL
	LGBTQI+ (Transgender)

	The Selfish Crocodile
Faustin Charles
	Friendship, sharing, being kind to others. Bullying?
	ALL
	Love and Friendship

	Meesha Makes Friends
Tom Percival
	Friendship
Finding it hard to make friends & overcoming this.
Being/playing on your own
	ALL
	Love & Friendship

	Kaya’s Heart Song:
Diwa Tharan Sanders
	INDIAN SETTING
Finding your heart song – Mindfulness
Thinking happy thoughts
	KS1
	Mindfulness

	Lubna and Pebble
Wendy Meddour
	A little girl who moves away from home and leaves her friend. 
	ALL
	Moving Away

	Talking is not my Thing!
Rose Robbins
	A boy with a sister who is mute
	ALL
	Mutism/ Shyness

	Yasmin the Friend
Saadia Faruqi
	A girl who solves friendship problems
	KS1
	Problem Solving

	Yasmin the Builder
Saadia Faruqi
	A girl who solves a logistical problem in class
	KS1
	Problem Solving

	A Shelter for Sadness
Annie Booth & David Litchfield
	Allowing/welcoming sadness in as a necessary part of life. 
	KS1
	Sadness 

	I Talk Like a River
Jordan Scott
	A boy coming to terms with his stutter (based on a true story – see inner back page)
	KS1
Teacher may need to lead – abstract concepts.
	Stuttering

	Everybody’s Welcome
Patricia Hegarty
	Working together to achieve something. Everybody being welcome no matter who they are (different animals make a home together).
	ALL
	Teamwork

	My Name is Not Refugee:
Kate Milner
	Same themes as ‘The Day the War Came’, but much more accessible and appropriate for younger children
	KS1
	War/Refugees



Year 1 – Reading spine – Books to read for pleasure, discuss and support teaching of topics


	Astro girl
Ken Wilson- Max

Space/
Aspirations/
BAME

	Astrid loves space and she wants to be an astronaut! Astrid thinks she’s ready to be an astronaut, but will she get to meet her personal hero and real-life astronaut soon? A delightful and educational picture book for young readers interested in space travel. Diverse characters and heartfelt father-daughter interactions. It also includes some fun facts about pioneering female astronauts from the 20th century.

	Not now Bernard
David McKee

Reading for pleasure/
Families /
Respect
	Bernard's got a problem. He's found a monster in the back garden, but his mom and dad are just too busy to notice. So Bernard tries to befriend the monster. . . and that doesn't go quite to plan. 

	The tiger who came to tea
Judith Kerr

Reading for pleasure
	The doorbell rings just as Sophie and her mummy are sitting down to tea. Who could it possibly be? What they certainly don't expect to see at the door is a big furry, stripy tiger!

	Man on the moon
Simon Bartram

Space/
Reading for pleasure/

	The Man on the Moon! looks at a day in the life of Bob and what he gets up to on the moon: cleaning and tidying, welcoming vistors, performing tricks for tourists and much more. He knows almost everything there is to know about the moon - but there's something going on behind his back that he hasn't spotted...

	Where the wild things are
Maurice Sendak

Reading for pleasure/
Respect/
Imagination
	Max, a wild and naughty boy, is sent to bed without his supper by his exhausted mother. In his room, he imagines sailing far away to a land of Wild Things. Instead of eating him, the Wild Things make Max their king.

	Ruby’s Worry
Tom Percival

Emotions /
Feelings /
Anxiety /
Friendship / 
BAME
	Meet Ruby--a happy, curious, imaginative girl. But one day, she finds something unexpected: a Worry. It's not such a big Worry, at first. But every day, it grows a little bigger . . . And a little bigger . . . Until eventually, the Worry is ENORMOUS and is all she can think about. But when Ruby befriends a young boy, she discovers that everyone has worries, and not only that, there's a great way to get rid of them too . . .

	That rabbit belongs to Emily brown
Cressida Cowell

Repect /
Friendship /
Reading for pleasure/

	Emily Brown's rabbit, Stanley, is NOT FOR SALE. Not even to her Most Royal Highness Queen Gloriana the Third.Not even for all the toys Emily Brown could ever desire. So when naughty Queen Gloriana steals "Bunnywunny" away, Emily Brown sets out to get him back. Along the way, she shows the queen how to love a special toy of her very own.

	Funnybones
Janet and Alan Ahlberg

Rhyme / 
Repetition /
Reading for pleasure
	An eye-catching book – children will love poring over the contrasting illustrations while joining in with the repetition. A great book for sharing together.


	If all the world were…
Joseph Coelho

Loss /
Emotions /
[bookmark: _GoBack]Poetry/
BAME
	This beautiful story tells the love that one little girl has for her ageing grandad. They spend each season having fun together but she knows he is not well. One day he isn’t there anymore, but the little girl finds evidence of their happy times together. She knows she has memories and imagination enough to keep her grandad alive and she remembers him smiling and laughing.

	The Lighthouse keeper’s lunch
Ronda Armitage

Reading for pleasure/
Writing journey
	Every day, Mr Grinling the lighthouse keeper cleans & polishes his light to make sure it shines brightly at night. At lunchtime he tucks into a delicious lunch, prepared by his wife. But Mr Grinling isn't the only one who enjoys it. Can Mrs Grinling stop the greedy seagulls stealing the lighthouse keeper's lunch?

	A bear called Paddington
Michael Bond

Reading for pleasure/
	Paddington Bear had travelled all the way from Darkest Peru when the Brown family first met him on Paddington station. Since then their lives have never been quite the same... for ordinary things become quite extraordinary when a bear called Paddington is involved.

	Dogger
Shirley Hughes

Reading for pleasure/
Writing journey
	This heart-warming picture book is a deserving winner of the CILIP Kate Greenaway Medal for illustration. The charming artwork beautifully captures a bygone era, while masterfully portraying childhood emotions and behaviours which are just as relevant today as when it was originally published in 1977. Exploring concepts of love, loss and kindness, this classic tale will be cherished by the entire family and will particularly appeal to any child who has a favourite toy.

	Lost and found
OliverJeffers

Reading for pleasure/
Feelings /
Friendship
	With beautiful illustrations and a charming storyline, this poignant and richly enjoyable picture book won both a gold medal in the Nestle Children's Book Prize and a Blue Peter Book Award, it is a visual delight, and its themes of loneliness and friendship will resonate with children

	Peace at last
Jill Murphy

Reading for pleasure/
Rhyme and repetition/
Onomatopoeia
	Children will enjoy the delightful illustrations, the rhythm and repetition and all the familiar sounds of the night-time house which are woven through this story - which may just help them to drop off to sleep themselves!

	Look up!
Nathan Byron

Space/
BAME
	Meet Rocket--a plucky aspiring astronaut intent on getting her community to LOOK UP! from what they're doing and reach for the stars in this auspicious debut picture book.

	You’re called what?
Kes Gray

Animals/
Reading for pleasure/
Poetry/
Rhythm and rhyme
	Ice Cream Cone Worm. Monkeyface Prickleback. Pink Fairy Armadillo. You're called WHAT?! Welcome to the Ministry of Silly Animal Names where all the creatures have one thing in common: they want to change their names. A unique and rip-roaringly funny, tongue-twisting story full of weird and wonderful real creatures and facts at the end that will amaze.

	I can only draw worms
Will Mabbitt

Reading for pleasure/

	This genuinely hilarious book is brilliantly simple, based on the idea that the author-illustrator can only draw very childlike worms. Despite the fact that nothing really happens in terms of story, the ongoing joke is tremendously effective, and brings a lovely sense of humorous inclusivity to the idea of drawing and writing a book. Children can also be really encouraged that it’s possible to create something brilliant without having to draw expertly.

	Never show T-Rex a book
Rashmi Sirdeshpande

Reading for pleasure/
Imagination/
BAME
	This entertaining tale celebrates the joy of reading and demonstrates how books can fuel the imagination. Each page bursts with lively, vibrant illustrations, which contain plenty of humorous detail. Featuring a BAME protagonist and a female dinosaur, this inclusive picture book will appeal to a diverse audience.

	I’m sticking with you
Smriti Prasadam-Halls

Reading for pleasure/
Friendship

	It's wonderful to have good friends to see you through the good times and the bad. But sometimes, friends can also be a bit . . . well . . . overbearing. A gorgeously warm, funny book about everything a friendship can be – for anyone who's ever had a friend.

	Cops and robbers
Janet Ahlberg

Reading for pleasure/
	The robbers of London town plan a desperate crime on Christmas Eve - to steal all the toys they can lay their hands on! Fortunately, the robbers meet their match in brave Officer Pugh who leaps into action and arrests the villains - all except Grandma Swagg who manages to get away.

	Avocado Baby
John Burningham 

Reading for pleasure/
	The Hargraves want their new baby to grow up big and strong. But the puny mite will hardly eat a thing. One day Mrs Hargraves finds an avocado in the fruit bowl and the baby gobbles it up. Soon, the strangest things start to happen...

	Beegu
Alexis Deacon

Reading for pleasure/
Different viewpoint/
Friendship/
Wants and needs
	Beegu's spirits are sinking lower than ever just as the mother ship arrives, in this simple, bittersweet picture book that shows us our world through the three eyes of an innocent outsider with the help of stylish art and a wry, understated text.

	Knuffle Bunny: A cautionary tale
Mo Willems

Reading for pleasure/
	“Knuffle Bunny: A Cautionary Tale” is a Caldecott Honor book from Mo Willems, This book is about how a toddler named Trixie loses her Knuffle Bunny at the Laundromat and has a hard time trying to tell her dad that they lost Knuffle Bunny. “Knuffle Bunny: A Cautionary Tale” is truly one of the most brilliant children’s books ever written that children will love for many years!

	Hairy Maclary from Donaldson Dairy
Lynley Dodd

Reading for pleasure/
Rhyme and repetition
	This hilarious rhyming story follows Hairy Maclary from Donaldson's Dairy, as he sets off for a walk in town, followed by a whole host of canine friends. Then they meet the toughest tom cat in town, Scarface Claw... 

	The Smile Shop
Satoshi Kitamura

Kindness/
Multi cultural/
Multi ethnic
	This wonderful picture book is packed with beautifully observed illustrations, full of gentle humour and intricate detail, which reflect a multicultural, multi-ethnic town. An initial mood of excitement and anticipation is followed by tension and disappointment until a final realisation that kindness is more important than money. 

	I want my hat back
Jon Klassen

Reading for pleasure/
Repetition/
Cumulative tale
	A picture-book delight by a rising talent tells a cumulative tale with a mischievous twist. Told completely in dialogue, this delicious take on the classic repetitive tale plays out in sly illustrations laced with visual humour—and winks at the reader with a wry irreverence that will have kids of all ages thrilled to be in on the joke.

	The Dark
Lemony Snicket

Reading for pleasure/
Rhythm/
Emotion / feelings fear/
	This deceptively simple picture book is full of suspense and atmosphere. Klassen's stylish, graphic, vintage-inspired illustrations are the perfect companions to Snicket's understated and lyrical text. Emotive, evocative and ultimately very reassuring, this is a story that is certain to speak to any child who has ever been afraid of the dark.

	You can’t take an elephant on the bus
Patricia Cleveland-Peck

Reading for pleasure/
Rhythm and rhyme
	This wonderful picture book is filled with funny rhymes matched with irresistible illustrations. There are lots of everyday activities to spot - and these will prompt many giggles as you see the animals attempt to blend in. You won't be disappointed!

	Stanley’s stick
Neale Layton

Reading for pleasure/
Imagination
	Stanley's stick is not just a stick. With a stick in hand, Stanley's options are endless - he flies to moon, writes in the sand, goes fishing, plays a whistle and rides a dinosaur - and his imagination takes over as the magic begins. Stanley shows that seeing truly depends on the ability to believe in the possibilities.

	What to do if an elephant stands on your foot
Michelle Robinson

Reading for pleasure/
Giving and following instructions
	Safari etiquette can be tricky. Fortunately, our trusty narrator can help. Sort of. From what to do if an elephant stands on your foot to how to escape the attentions of a crocodile, our plucky guide leads our unlucky hero on a jungle adventure, barely avoiding tigers, a rhino, snakes, and--uh-oh. What’s that? Well thank heavens the monkeys are friendly at least!

	The book of mistakes
Corinna Luyken

Reading for pleasure/
Cognitive/
Learning from mistakes 
	A picture book about the creative process, and the way in which "mistakes" can blossom into inspiration.
As one artist incorporates accidental splotches, spots, and misshapen things into her art, she transforms her piece in quirky and unexpected ways, taking readers on a journey through her process. 

	The book with no pictures
B J Novak

Reading for pleasure/
Joy of reading
	Children will unsurprisingly take huge delight in this simple yet ingenious picture book, which perfectly demonstrates the joy of reading together. Demanding to be shared, this is a fresh and enormously funny book that children will want to hear time and time again.




